Westminster United Church
April 13th, 2025
Easter Cantata

T You are invited to stand as you are able
ANNOUNCEMENTS/LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT (VU 114 VS 1) ‘Forty Days and Forty Nights’

Sixth Sunday in Lent/ Palm Sunday

We have gathered here, week after week, sharing a common quest for
a deeper faith and a deeper experience of the divine. | invite you now
to close your eyes and let go of the things that distract and concern
you. Listen! The time is drawing near. Jesus is preparing to enter
Jerusalem. How will we greet him? Will we follow him all the way to the
Cross? The power of Jesus is that he lived what he taught, even when it
led to his death. He lived with an abiding awareness of God, radiating
the light of God in all he said and did. But that light was too much for
the world. There are forces today, as there were in ancient Judea, that
conspire to put it out. Where are we in this drama? What are we willing
to risk to follow Jesus?

(Silent time.)

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain of
iliness and disease in the world.

(A candle is extinguished.)

Let us pray.

Loving God, there are so many choices before us every day. Choices
offered by our friends, our families, our culture, our own past. Some
of them encourage the well-being of the earth, ourselves and our
neighbors; others are destructive. Help us to distinguish between
them. May we learn from the choices of Jesus and embody
compassion, justice, and inclusion in all we say and do. Amen.



Land Acknowledgement

Today as we gather to worship let us remember that we worship God
on the historic and unceded lands of Treaty 7 and neighbouring Treaty
4. Traditional lands of the Metis, Siksika, Kainai, Piikani, Stoney Nakoda
and the T’suut’ina as well as the Cree and Ojibwa people. As Christ’s
people, let us be people of love, truth and reconciliation. May we live
with respect on this land, and peace and friendship with its people.

Affirming Statement

“As a community church that gathers from many smaller communities
in the Medicine Hat area, Westminster United Church publicly declares
our commitment to creating a space where people are welcome, safe,
and encouraged to participate in the life of the church inclusive of:
Sexual orientation, gender identity, two spirited people, differing
abilities, age, ethnic background, race, marital status, or economic
circumstance.

Participation in the life of the church includes leadership, membership,
sacraments, marriage, and celebrating milestones of life’s journey.

We celebrate the richness of diversity, and we commit ourselves to
openness, growth, education and to influencing the community for
social justice.

In our dedication to living our God’s word and with God’s help, we
devote ourselves to proactive learning and inclusion.”

TPASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

T CALL TO WORSHIP

Give thanks to God, for God is good.

God'’s steadfast love endures forever !

This is the day that God has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.



God has given us light.

Give thanks to God for God is good.
God’s steadfast love endures forever!

wProcession of Christ Candle

Long, long ago before there was anything, before there was a world,
before there was light, before there was darkness, there was God:
Creator and Source of Life. God moved and God breathed the world
into being, and God said, “Let there be light” Not quite so long but still
very long ago, one was born who embodied the light of the Creator. We
present this candle to remind ourselves and to celebrate Christ’s
constant presence. May we always seek His guiding light in our lives, as
we are called to carry that light into the world.

Lighting of the Rainbow Candle

Jesus taught us to love one another in a way that sparked a movement
and a new understanding of God. We light this rainbow candle as a
visible reminder of the radical inclusivity shown to us by Jesus, who
calls us to follow him.

Lighting of Peace Candle
“We light the candle of Peace to remind ourselves that Christ is the
Prince of Peace. We pray for peace for ourselves and for the world.”

TOPENING HYMN VU 123 ‘Hosanna, Loud Hosanna’ (Lyrics on
powerpoint)

TOPENING PRAYER

Gracious God, as we enter this Holy Week, we maybe tempted to skip
parts of the story that begins with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. There
are challenging chapters ahead of us in this week. We may want to
turn away from the betrayals and hardships and suffering in the
Passion Story, just as we too often turn away from the hardships and



suffering of people in our own time. Forgive us when our focus slips.
Bring us back to the path you set before us. Renew our strength and
increase our faithfulness. Amen.

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, you know our every sorrow, our every need. Hear us as
we remember the times when our strength failed us, when our distress
led us onto paths of hopelessness and despair.

Forgive us when we betray you, when we deny you, when we deride
you, or mock you. Awaken in us a new resolve to be aware of your call
and presence in our lives. Help us stay awake, even when the days are
hard and the nights are long.

Strengthen us to trust in you and to walk with you, even on this path to
the cross. Let your face shine upon us, that we may know your
steadfast love and trust in your resurrection promises. In Christ’s
name, we pray.

Words of Assurance

Know that the Lord is God, and that Christ’s face shines upon us even
when we turn away from God’s brightness. Walk in the light, dear
friends. Gaze upon the Son and know that in the name of Christ, we
are forgiven!

Prayers of the People
THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
ANTHEM: Cantata - Come Walk With Me by Pepper Choplin

THYMN: VU 117 ‘Jesus Christ Is Waiting’ (lyrics on powerpoint)



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Remembering Mary of Bethany, we come now to pour out our gifts to
God. May we remember that the poor are with us still, that our
kindness and generosity are needed, even now.

May we remember Christ in each face of need, in each cry for help, in
each yearning for grace. May we open ourselves and pour out the gifts
of the Holy Spirit, living with us, that our gifts may flow with blessing
and joy to a world in need.

The offering will be received.

TDOXOLOGY: VU 539 vs 3 ‘God of All Good’ (lyrics on power point)

TOFFERTORY PRAYER

Gracious God, we pray that the gifts we give will contribute to the
world monetarily and physically. Help us to see the future need and
reach out to fill it. Amen.

A NEW CREED (VU 918)

wClosing Hymn VU 122 ‘All Glory, Laud and Honour’ (Lyrics on
powerpoint)

TBENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING

Christ is going before us, even now, on the road to the cross. Christ
goes before us as the way, the truth, and the life. Let us feel the light of
his love, even as we enter the darkness of this Holy Week. Amen.

CHORAL AMEN (VU 971)

wSENDING FORTH HYMN VU 128 ‘Sanna, Sannanina’ (Lyrics on
powerpoint)



